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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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SHOULD the following pages 
circulate beyond the neigh- 
bourhood, in which the cir— 
cumſtance that occaſioned them 
occurred, it | may be neceſſary 
here to premiſe, that they have 
their foundation from the a— 
[arm of Fire, communicated by 
the rmging of the Market-bell, 
during the time of Divine Ser- 
vice on the preceding Sabbath. 
While the Author ſincerely 
ſympathizes with a reſpectable 
inhabitant in the 4% he has ſuſ- 
tained, it is his earneſt prayer 
it 


K 
it may become eternal gain to 
many, by awakening a ſerious 
concern as to the things of a- 
nother world. If the cities of 
the plain ſuffering the ven- 


geance of fire were inſtanced 


by an Apoſtle, after ſo many 
centuries had elapſed, no apo- 
logy can be neceſſary from a 
Chriſtian Miniſter, who deſires 
to convert alarm to activity, 
and conſternation to profit ; by 
improving ſo recent a circum- 


ſtance, to thoſe purpoſes for 


which it ſeems calculated. 


High-Wycombe, 
18th Sep. 1799. 
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A SERMON, &9c. 


DzurT. v. 5. 


re were afraid by reaſon of the Fire. 


HO can tell what a day may bring 
forth? many a blooming flower 
glittering. in the morning dew, has zn the 
evening been cut down, dried up and 
withered k. Many an eye beholds the 
riſing fun, which e're it ſets, is cloſed in 
death. All things come to an end; “ but 
when or where,” 1s known only to Him, 
who numbers our days, and decrees the 
bound of our habitation. 

10 accompliſh his deſigns, Creation 
waits attentive. Their language is, here 
we are T. Fire and hail, ſnow and va- 
pour the pelting ſtorm—the rapid flood 
—the boiſterous wind the trembling 
earth the deyouring flame—all are at 


hand 


Prov. XXVii. 1. + Pſalm xc. 6. + Job xxxvill 35. 


. | 
hand to fulfil his word® ; and the vener- 
able pile which unmoved has ſtood the 
adverſe ſhock of many ages. ſuddenly 
becomes a rTumous heap T. To- day, it 
may point its turrets to the ſkies; to- 
morrou bows its lofty head, and lays its 
honours in the duſt. 

Reflections of this nature, are conge- 
nial to the ſerious and reflecting mind: 
and they will ariſe from every inſtance of 
the brevity of ſublunary exiſtence, the 
_ uncertainty of human enjoyment, and the 
inſtability of terreſtrial power. When 
God's judgments are in the earth, the inh a- 
bitants are to learn righteouſneſs T; and 
whether the diſpenſation be more or leſs 
tremendous, whether the ſtripes be few 
or many, they proceed from the ſame 
hand, and we are called upon to confider 
the rod and who has appointed it || ; thus 
too, ſhall we in our meaſure and degree, 
imitate his example, who improved each 
paſſing ſcene, by pouring inſtruction on 
the untutored mind, and conſolation into 


the drooping heart. 
From 


* Palm c&lviii. 8. + Iſa. xxv. 2. f xxvi. 9s 
| Micah, vt. 9. 
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From the recital of the text, you have 
probably anticipated my deſign, which is 
to convert the alarm and interruption ex- 
perienced in this Church laſt Lord's-day 
afternoon, to preſent and laſting benefit. 
May God ſucceed the endeavour ! may 

theſound of the Market- bell, remind us 
of the awful ſound of the Arch-Angel's 
Trumpet; and the cry ol fire, be the 
means of putting a cry into your hearts, 
to eſcape that fire which can never be 
quenched ! 

The words juſt read, are part of the 
words of Moſes, the man of God, King in 
Feſhurun, when the heads of the people and 
the tribes of Iſrael were gathered together“; 
and he is here reminding them of that 
memorable occaſion, when the Great God 
—in thunder and lightning—with the 
ſound of a trumpet—and with all the 
aſtoniſhing grandeur of an Almighty 
_ Legiſlator, on Mount Sinai promulged 
his law Hear O Iſrael the ſtatutes and 
judgments which 1 ſpeak in your ears this 

day, that ye may learn them, and keep them, 
and do them, The Lord our God made a 


covenant 
Deut. xxxili. 5. 


LS) 
covenant with us in Horeb, the Lord made 
not this covenant with our fathers, but with. 

Us, even Us, who are all of us here alive this 

day. The Lord talked with you face to 
face in the Mount, out of the mid? of the 
fire. I flood between the Lord and you at 
that time, to ſhew you the word of the Lord: 
for ye were afraid by reaſon of the fire x. 

TI confeſs my intention of uſing this 
taſt clauſe in an accommodated ſenſe; but 
I truſt nothing will be advanced, but 
what is agreeably to the analogy of faith, 
and warranted in the book of God. I he 
* Ifraelites were afraid“ and ſo were ma- 
ny of the inhabitants of Wycombe" BY 
REASON OF THE FIRE.“ 

To aſſiſt memory by oblerving method, 
Jet us attempt under the following ar- 
rangement of our thoughts, to renderthem 
more clear, and abiding. The text con- 
' tains three things; we have, 

1 7 Paſſion— Fear. 
II. re Fan 
III. Motive By reaſon ole * 

Firſt. We are to enquire into the na- 
ture of that pa/ſion of the human mind, 
called © FEAR“. 

* Verſe, 1—5. 


4 a 
Firſt, We are to enquire into the na- 
ture of that paſfion of the human mind, 
called *rraR.” 
| This is a paſſion, to which we are ſub- 
ject ſince the fall of our firſt parent, and 
repreſentative ; ; while there was no ſin, 
there was no fear in the world : above, 
was heavenly contemplation ; within, was 
peace; around, ſecurity and ſubjection; 
man had every thing to hope, but nothing 
to dread ; God was his friend, and all 
creation his willing ſervants ; but no 
ſooner had Adam ſinned, than he was a- 
Faid, he fled; and when he heard the 
voice of God, hid himſelf among the trees 
of the garden : his poſterity, born after 
his fallen likeneſsF, partake of his diſpo- 
tion—they experience fear ; which is 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, trouble and uneaſineſs 
of mind, ariſing from the apprehenſion of 
approaching evil, or impending danger. — 
I read in ſcripture, of natural or 
| 1. Bodlily fear. — This occaſions great 
trouble of mind, and perturbation of heart. 
Fear hath torment. In proportion to the 
danger, is generally the fear, and diſtrac- 
| tion 
en 
Gen. iii. 10. + V. 3. + 1 John, iv. 18. 


„„ 


tion of the human frame. If it be exceed- 
ing great, reaſon is often thrown from the 
helm and can ſteer no farther. This was 
the conduct ofthe mariners (intheſpiritual 
conflict, exemplified by a florm at ſea) in 
the 107 pſalm, all wij/dom was ſwallowed 
up ; and this is the experience of ſome 
fincere followers of Chriſt : whether from 
conſtitution or habit, they in this reſpeQ, 
almoſt reſemble the wicked, who flee when 
no man purſueth*.” This fear, if it be not 
criminal, is nevertheleſs ſo diſtreſſing, and 
withal ſo detrimental, that every lawful 
means ſhould be uſed to remove it, Con- 
fider, that bodily fear, expoles to bodily 
danger—it can do you no good—it may 
be premature—it perhaps is groundleſs; 
at all events, it tends to deſtioy the energy 
ok thought, and to deaden the efforts of 
exertion.—Perhaps,there were many ſuch 
timorous ſouls, at the foot of this burn- 
ing mountain. : 


2. Siaviſh fear.— This, like falſe wil- 
dom, is earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſiit it is 
the conſequence of guilt, and the appre- 


henſion of puniſhment ; it is the fear of 
the 


E 


the ave who dread the laſh, not of the 
Son who deprecates infinitely more his 
father's frown; it is the trembling of the 
miſerableman, not of the miſerable nner, 
it is conſiſtent with the love of fin, to 
which he returns when the penal evil is 
renioved, or when he is able to filence his 
_ conſcience in the noiſe of company, or 
drown his fears in the entertainments of 
ſenſe. Thus Pharoah feared Moſes— 
Adonyah feared Solomon - Ahab feared 
Elyjah—Belſhazzar feared Daniel—Herod 
feared John -and Felix tremiled at the 
preaching of Paul; but it ſeems, that all 
theſe characters, conquered their fears; 
and after a time, the /ame truths were 
heard, without the /ame influence: Felix 
heard again, but it does not appear, that 
he trembled any more—lI mcan any more 
on earth, for in hell, all believe, and 
tremble* for ever!—where is the congre- 
gation free from ſuch charatters? They 
were then, around the hill of Sinaz. 
g. Legal fear. —This is peculiar to the 
ſpot of which we are ſpeaking, for it is 
none other than a fearful looking for and 


B 2 _ expectation 
* James, 11. 19, 


( 12 ) 


expectation of fiery indignation ; on ac- 
count of our violation of the command- 
ments of God. The law cur/es every one 
who continues not in all things written in 
the book of the law to do theme the goſpel 
reveals, and the ſpirit applies this curie 
to the conſcience, by evincing that 
all have finned and come ſhort of the 
glory of God. I apprehend, the {pcaker 
in the text, had as much perſonal courage 
and cool intrepidity, as any man or pro- 
phet before, or ſince; yet even Moyes, 


 didexceedinglyquake and feart. And why? 


Becauſe, fin by the commandment became 
exceeding finfulll,and the law inſtead of be- 


ing the miniſtration of liſe became the 


miniſtration of deathy he ſaw ſomething 
of the purity of its nature—the extent of 
its demands—and the perpetuity of its 
obligation: if Abraham had the goſpet 


preached unto him under the type and 


veil, ſo had Mofes ; tor he ſpake of Chriſt * 
Every bleeding victim, pointed to the 


Lamb flain before the foundation of the 


world ; and every command of the two 


tables, is as a /choolmaſter to lead us to 

| Chriſt, 
. Sal. iti, 10. 1 Heb. xii. 21. 
Rom. vii. 13. §2 Cor. iii. /, 8. b Gal. iii. 8 
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Chrif?, who i is the end of the law for righte- - 
ou unto every one that believeth*.— 
All the true 1/racl, trembled, as Mo/es did. 

3. Evangelical fear, God's regenerate 
people are the only recipients of this. 
It conſiſts in deep humiliation on ac- 
count of fin, accompanied with a degree 
of ſelf-renunciation ; with a longing for 
the favor, reſemblance, and the preſence 
of God in the ſoul ; a fear of offending 
Him on any point; anda hearty deſire of 
loving Him better, and ſerving him more. 
This fear, few of the Iſraelites ſeem to 2 
N have had, nor is it alluded to in the text : ö 
: but it is that which M experienced, and 
which ſo far from being cenſured, is ex- 
preſs|y commended in the bible: for to 
fear God and keep his commandments is the 
whote of mant, and in this ſenſe, blefſed ts 
theman that feareth always|; for thus faith 
the Lord, [ will put my fear in their hearts, 
I will not go from them, and they ſhall | 
z not depart from me. — The Iſraelites in 
deed & throughout the world, /et to their | 

N /eal n, that that theſe things are true, 
But beſides this ſpiritual fear, which is 


| One 

* Gal, iii. 24, 25. Nom. x. 4. + Ecclef. xii 13. 

Prov. xxviii. 14. f Jer. xxxiii. 40, & John, 1. 47, 
h John 111i. 33. 
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one mark of our being born again of God, 


a believer ſojourning upon earth is liable 


to fears partly natural, legal, and evange- 
lical, which you will permit me to call 
heterogenous, or 

4. Mixed fear. To this the Apoſtle 
migh allude where he laid, our fleſh had 
no reſt, but we were troubled on every fade, 
without were fightings, and within were 
fearsT. Such as anxious doubtings— 


painful miſgivings —dread of death—ap- 


prehenſion of being rejected at the laſt— 
and all the long train of evil furmiſes a- 
riſing from our remaining unbelief. If 
our faith could be perfetted, our fears 
would be cured; but, while there is weak- 
ne/s in our faith, there vl be firength in 
our fears.“ 

Such ſeems to me, the ſcriptural ac- 
count of fear. It was produced in the 
breaſts of the ſurounding multitude at 
Sinai, through the agency of fire, which 
was the {econd topic of diſcuſſion. 

II. An agenft—FIRE. —Frre in itſelf, 
ſimply conſidered, as one of the elements, 
may perhaps be deemed the moſt tremen- 


dous. 
* 2 Cor. vii. 5. Toplady on the text. 
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( 
dous. How ſubtil in its nature, how ra- 
pid its progreſs, how aſtoniſhing its 
force! in effect, it is the inſtrument of 
_ heat, light, and motion; without fire, all 
bodies would become immoveable; as 
in a ſevere winter we actually fee our 
fluids become ſolid for want thereof: with- 
out fire, a man would harden into a ſtatue; 
and the very air we breath, would co-here 
into a rigid maſs. 

Fire, then, is the univerſal cauſe of all 
mutation or change; for all mutation is 
by motion, and all motion is by fire ; 
But waving philoſophical remarks, let 
us take a /criþtural view of ſome things 
ſuggſted unto us mediately or typically, 
under the figure of this wonderful phe- 
nomenon, to which, the deſtruction of 
the great globe itſelf is conſigned ; it 
was once deluged with with a flood, it 
ſhall finally be devoured by fire*.,—I read 
of an earthly, heavenly, and a helliſh 
flame. There is, 

1. The fire of earth, — This is ce 
material or ſpiritual. The former, blazes 
on the winter's hearth, and the poor blind 


FI idolater 


( 16 ) 


idolater though he could not ſee the folly 
of worſhipping part of the wood he burnt, 
felt its influence, when he exclaimed Aha, 
{ am warm. I have ſeen the fire this gen- 
erally ſpeaking, is too obvious to need 


| Hlucidation ; of the latter, hear the de- 


ſcription given by an apoſtle—behold how 
great a matter, a little fire kindleth ! and 


| the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. So 


2s the tongue among our members, that it 
aefuleth the whole body ; and ſeiteth on fire 
the whole cour/e of naturet. God keep us 
from this, and every ſimilar flame! from 
the fire of ſlander—the arrows of envy— 
the coals of jeatou/y\—the blaze of perſe- 
cution—the fiery faggots of myſtical Ba- 
bylon drunk with the blood of the 
Saints; and under whoſe feet embers yet 

ſmoke, inthe aſhes of the Martyrs burnt 


for the teſtrmony of Jeſuis 5. 


Still there is a ſenle in which this firs, 
like every other diſpenſation is over-rul- 
ed in mercy, to the believing ſoul. If 
you are choſen in the furnace of affliftion||, 
it is that you may be refined as the filver, 
| | 8 and 


„ IIA. xliv. 16. + James, iii. 5—6. f Cant. 


viii, 6. § Rev. vi. 9. || Ifa. xlviii. 10. 


. 41 
and come forth as the hure gol g. The ſer- 
vants of the moſt high are never left alone 


in their troubles; the great refiner is al- 
ways at handy to abate the heat, ſo that it 


may deſtroy nothing but their droſs. The 


three children were not left in their extre- 
mity, though N-buchain-zzar ordered the 
fire to be heated for them, one /-ven times 
more than for ordinary offenders, ſince 
even the nell of fire did not paſs over 
{hem ; neither were they lolita: y —for Lo! 
ſaid the King, / ſee jour men looſe in the 


muſt of the fire, and the form of the e fourth 


2s lthe the Son of God®. | 

The fire of heaven. —This in ſcrip- 
18 aa is ſent in judgment, andin 
mercy. We are told of the hire of the 
Lord conſuming the inhabitants of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and deluging their fertile 
countiy with brimſtone. 'I his allo came 
forth from the Lord and deſtroyed the 250 
men, who with unhallowed hands uſurped 
the prieſt's office, offering ſtrange znc-n/e 
before the Lord This too, conſumed the 
fifcies who would touch God's anointed 
prophet Elyah, and do hum harmF. 


8 But 
+ Job, XX111. d Mal. TH 3. on 1 111. 1—25˙ 
1 Numb. xvi. 1==35. | 4 Kings ie 10. 
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But I would rather trace it, as that, 
which though as a wall of fire® to the ad- 
verſaries, appears as a fprllar and mark of 


approbation to the Iſrael of God,. This 


is that holy lambent flame which like the 
Sun in the firmament, gladdens by its ſplen- 
dor, and invigorates by its heat. It was 
this, that favoured Abel's offering—con- 
firmed Abraham's faith—rebuked Man- 
oah's fears ſtrengthened Solomon's hope 
and confirmed Elyjah's expettation. It 
was this, ſhirituallh, which taken from 
the altar Chriſt, was a /zving coal to the 
lip of the rapt Son of Amozt ; it was this, 
refined fire, that kindling in the heart of 
the Son of Jeſſe burſt into an holy flame, 

and made him indite ſuch wonderful 
things touching the King IxSuSS. 'I was 
this that ſhortened the journey to Em- 
maus, (for where the Saviour is, there is 
neither want, nor fatigue, nor pain,) and 
made them cry out, Did not our hearts 
burn within us|, This flame is un/cen, 


but it is not wn/elt even in our day; Say 


Believer, Has it not ere this deſcended 


on thy ſacrifice ? met together in the 


houſe 


e, ii. 5. + Exod. xiv. 20. 4 Iſa. vi. 4. 
$ Pſa, Ixxxix 5. xlv. 1, || Luke, xxiv. 32. 
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houſe of God, has not the Lord deſcend- 
ed as of old time, and taken us up in the 

fiery car of love almoſt to hear the 
golden harps, and ſee the bliſs of angels? 

The waters of affliction, though filling 

our trenches, have in a moment been 

dried up* ; the hallowed flame has ran 

amongſt us; and, or ever we were aware, 

our hearts have been lite the chariots of 
Amminadib + ! 

Let me not forget to inſtance, that this 

flame in a peculiar manner deſcended on 
the apoſtles, when the day of Fentecoſt was 
fully comet. It is the flame of devotion, 
of purity, and of love; and it may be 
known by its invariable property—it al- 
ways aſcends to the throne” of God from 

whence it came. 

But we muſt in our meditations, come 
down from the mountain to the valley 
even to the valley of Hinnom, to Tobhet 
ordained of old, the pile whereof, ts fire 
and much wood d. We muſt deſcend » 
blood and fire and pillurs of ſmobeſi; we 
have to {peak—bleſſed be God, that it is 
not from rm experience 'of— 


C2 3. The 
* Cant. vi. 12. + Acts, ii. 1. 3. + 11a. Xxx. 33. 
$ Joel, by 30, || Ifa, xxxili. 14. 


{. £0 } 
9. The fire of Hel. Ats characteriſtieI 
aber to be, heat without light we have 
already intimated that though kindled in 
the loweſt hell, in a ſenſe it burns even 
upon earth. It is alſo, methinks, peculi— 


arly diſtinguiſhed here by the flame of 


falſe doctrine; and hereafter it will be 
fed by the fuel of loſt fouls. Who amongſt 
us ſhall awell with devouring ere? Who 
can endure the everlaſting burnings* # 
What ſays our Lord in reference to this? 
if thy hand, thy foot, thine eye, if thy be- 
loved luſt which to thee is as ſuch. off-nd 
tees cut them off, and caft them from thee ; 
it is better ſor thee that thu ſhouldeſt enter 
into life halt or mainied, than to be caſt into 
hell, wherethe worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenchedt. God kcep us from this 


_ dreadful lake; from the Devils mall their 


rage, and Hell in all its horrors! may we 
ne ver but at a-diftance, behold the burden 
of their chains, the fierceneſs of their 
Hames,, and the tench of their burnings! g 


„O. Lord moſt holy! O God moſt miyh- 


ty! O O holy and moſt merciful Saviour, 
Thou e Judge eternal, deliver us 
'T. & not 


62 


not into thele bitter moos of ang 
death! | 
We fallacy W enquire in- 
to the cauſe of that fearfulne/s and horri- 
ble dread, which ſeems to have pervaded 
the tents of Jacob. In other. words, for 
this fear there was | 
III. A motive. By REASON OF the 
fire,” evidently implying it was not an 
unfounded alarm, and for which they 
could not aſſign a caule : but as I have al- 
ready ſolicited ſome Jatitude of interpre- 
tation, rather let me enquire, *Why did 
the ringing of the market-bell, laſt Sab- 
bath-day, occaſion ſuch diſturbance among 
the worſhippers in this. place ?—and, 
while the enquiry is making, let us in- 
clude another idea, whether there be not 
cauſe every Sabbath, of much greater fear.?” 
Your motives are at hand, in the firſt 
inſtance. Ihe bell cauſed conſternation 
in the breaſts of wy becauſe the * founed 

was * N f | 
1. Sudden. Had the event been nol 
ed, it would: have been expected; bad it 
been expected, it would have been pro- 
vided againſt: the Maſter of the houſe 
—=2 F098 would 


41 
S + ' 
os 4.4 
+ 
* 
\ 1 
1 
„ 
7 
* 
* 
5 
17 * 
* 
1 
Fs 
ML 
* 
1 
. 
af - 
2 
75 > 
"20 % 
4 if 
b. EN 
3 F 
5 
2 
"0's 250 
SS £ 
: * 
ty 
+ +35 
E 
. 
P 
Ly 
14 
„3 
y 
1 
14 
1 
ES} 
£7 
o 
x 
145 
H 
£® 5 
: 1 # 
44; 
FEI 
19] #f 
$159 
5 
9 
19 
1 
. 
4 
1 * 
4 
$4 « 
ay 
1 
. 
#4 
13 
. 
: 
21 
STE 
ly 54 
er 
> 
* 
38 
bl 
| 4 
18 1 
1 
1714 
3 


y I" a 

n 

— Moe, 
— oo 


— 


— 2 
ot 3 
_ MC x 


30 
20% 2510 
[200 77 
. 
-BY 4 
4, ey 
1 Hd 
i 385 
1 #17 
ow 
14 
| bf 
% 1. 
1 
by 1 
1 13 


i 
| 
4 
g 
* 
; 
; 


{ ns ) 

would moſt probably have been on the 
ſpot, his ſervants attending, and every 
precaution taken, that prudence could 
foreſee, or vigilance perform. Our di— 
vine Inſtructor applies this ſpiritually: Ye 
know not what hour your Lord doth come; 
but know this, that if the good man of the 
houſe had known in what watch the thief 
would come, he woutd have watched and not 
fuffered hs houſe to be broken upf. Anu 
What ſays the apoſtle ? Whenthey ſhall jay 
peace, peace, then ſudden deſtruction cometh 
upon them, as travail upon a woman with 

child, and they ſhall not eſcape Þ. | 
As unexpected, and {til} more ſo than 
the ringing of our market-bell can ever 
be, will be the ſound of the Arch-angel's 
trumpet. For as it was in the days of N 
ah. /o ſhall it be alſo in the days of the Son 
of man. I liey did eat, they drank, they 
married wves,they were given in marriage 
until the day that Noah entered into the 
Ark, and the flood came and deſtroyed them 
all: Likewiſe alſo as it was in the days of 
Lol. & c.. - Ihe Sun that roſe in ſplendor, 
ſet in blood: never, perhaps, ſhone a 


| brighter 
+ Matth. xxiv. 42—43. f 1 Theſ. v. 2—3. 
Luke, xvii. 27, &c. 
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brighter morn; never ſucceeded a darker 
night, Abraham looked toward Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the 
plain, and lo the fmoke of the country went 
up as the ſmoke of a furnacef ! 
ſound in our ears was local, and imported 
that the danger was | 

2. Near, —Sound, however great, may, 
ſrom intervening ſpace, fink in filence on 
the car. Dangers at a diſtance, like all 
other objects diminiſh : things muſt be 
brought near, in order to be ſeen, heard, 
and felt. When the children of lIfrael 
beheld Mount Sinai afar off, it appeared 
as all other mountains; they had no 
thought of the cloud; it was not until 
they drew near that they perceived, that the 
mount burned with fireh.—T he ſinner has 
no idea of the Law of God, when before 
his eyes as an extended proſpett ; it muſt 
be brought home to his heart ! 

The danger communicated to our ears, 
was not only ſudden and near, but it 
communicated ſomething, very 

3. Unuſual, —We have heard the ſame 
ſignal 3 each market-day, it 


then 
+ Gen. xix. 23.— —28. 8 D.. iv. 11. 


* 


The 


( 24 ) 
then vibrates without cauſing any alarm. 
And even at the time alluded to, a ſtran— 
ger to our cuſtoms might have paſſed 
through the town without participating 
in the diſmay and yet it ſounded the /ame 
note to Him, as it did tous. Why did it 
produce a different effect ?P—the alterati- 
on was not in the 1nfirument. but in ihe 
hearer; we connected certain peculiar i- 


deas; there was, a motzue. 


May we not take up our parable to 
ſuch, as diſregard the golpeis zcy/ut 
found ? Ihe trumpet of God is ſound—- 


ing abroad,” ſalvation to the chief of fin- 


ners, through the atoning blood and per— 
fe righteouſneſs of our incarnate Jeho- 
vah Jeſus: It gives one clear, diliinet, 
deciſive, certain ſound}, which goes out 
into all lands and unto the ends of the 
earth |; and the glorious goſpel is like its 


divine Author, immutably the me, e 


terday, and to day, and for ed. 
But the /me lound, has a different g- 


mficancy, The ſame voice may inſpire 


comfort or diſmay—the dream may be 
ſimilar, as in the cale of the two ſervanis 


of 


+ Pſalm, IXxxix. 15. 1 Cor . 
XIX. 3. . þ Heb, Xlu, 8. 


ö 


(83 
of the King of Egypt, while the inter- 
pretation is evidently different: when 
the Lord calls, ſome like Samuel will an- 


ſwer, Speak for thy ſervant heareth*; while 


others, like the deaf adder ſtop their ears 
to* the voice of the charmer, charm he never 
/o wiſelyt ; in plain terms, the ſinner 
having ears, hears not: it is not until 


_ theſe deaf ears become unſtopped, that he 


perceives an unuſual ſound in the ſame 
inſtrument. When this takes place, what 
once vainly inſpired victory, now announ- 
ces de feat; what once gladdened, now 
diſpirts ; what once revived hope, now 
almoſt communicates deſpair :—ſtrange 
hinge, are brought to his ears. 
Such has been the experience of thou- 
ſands. Hear St. Paul's account—not of 


another man, but of himſelf ; mark how 


he once heard, and how he now felt. 2 
was a:#Vve without the law once had no 
idea that Saul the phariſee, could ever 
become Paul the chief of finners—but 
when the commandment came with the 
power of God to the heart, fin revived 
and 1 died died to all legal hope: and 
r an, + Pls brit 4. 4 Acts, xviii. = 
om. vii. 9. 


( 26 ) 
he never lived afterwards, otherwiſe than 
by faith upon the Son of God?" 

My hearer, have thy deaf ears been 
thus opened to attend the curſe from von- 
der mountain? has the ſenſe of condem- 
nation brought thee on thy knees before 
theKing of heaven; and has the ſound of 
pardon, ſet thee on thy feet, before this 
prince of peace? haſt thou pleaded guilty 
at the throne of grace, in order to thine 
acquittal at the throne of judgment! 
marvel not at this alteration, this unuſual 
change, ſor the hour now is, when they who 
are in the graves of ſin Hear the voice of 
the Son of man and liver. The molive 
connected with the ſound, was 

4. Interęſting.— The cry of © fire,” a- 
wakens a peculiar and general intereſt at 
its firſt announcement, in every breaſt 
ſuſceptible of the feelings of humanity. 
For a time the concern is heightened, ſince 
generally ſpeaking, no one can tell, but 
the calamity may be e own; nor can he 
aſcertain how great the loſs may be. Now, 
transfer the idea—when the. Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is revealed from heaven in flaming 
fire d, What an z2ntereſt will then be ex- 


cited! 
t Gal. ii. 20. + John, v. 28. $2 Theſ. i. 7. 


1 

cited! we may now feel for our neigh- 
bours, but we muſt then an/wer for our- 
ſelves. At the burning of a houſe or 
mill, there may be, unintereſted ſpecta- 
tors; ſome are ſo poor, that they have 
nothing to loſe on earth; but every man 
has that rich treaſure his Vu, which muſt 
be redcemed, or periſh everlaſtingly : o- 
thers live ſo remote from the ſcene of 
danger as to have ſcarcely any knowledge 
or care inthe tranſattion; but the wings of 
lle morning © cannot carry us out of the 
juriſdiction of that court, in which every 
man will have a cauſe to be tried. Here, 
loſſes may be calculated, evils mitigated, 
comforts return; but who can deſcribe 
the worth of the /oul, or eſtimate its loſs? 
every thing elſe, may be replaced in a de- 
gree, by ſuture induſtry and care; Jeru- 
alem may yet be built, and Judah may 
be reſtored A city now in flames, may 
ariſe in greater ſplendor ; but who can 
repair is tenement when in ruins? 
The ſoul once loſt, is loft for ever / 

From ſuch conſiderations, you will 
readily admit, that a fire of this deſcripti- 
on mult be 


— TW, 5. Alarming, 
Þ Pſa, cxxxix. . 
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5. Alarming. — {1 a beaſt but touched the 


mountain it died“, and we all know ſome- 
thing of the effect of fire in general. We 
lately ſaw terror marked cn many coun- 


tenances, © ye were afraid by reaſon of 
the fire.” Would to God, there were the 


ſame dread of the fire of hell ! O that you 


might fear its flame in time, left you feel 
its /ury to all eternity! 

And is there not ground of alarm? the 
ſinner is already ſuſpended over the infer— 
nal pit, and hangs by a brittle thread, 
which he is daily endeavovring to cut! 
what ſays our Lore ? car not them that 
kill the body, but are not able'to kill the Joul; 
but rather fear him, wich is able to deſtroy 
both jout and body in hell Tf. Ah, harden- 
ed rebel ! doſt thou jeſt with hell, and 


ſport with @&amration © “ thy guardian 


angel weeps”-! deareſt thou provoke the 
wrath of heaven? be warned, be aſſured, 
that though thy heart be hard, it muſt 
break ; though thy reſolution be firm, it 


will fail; Thou maveſt now be ſeduced 


to believe thy own, lie, and think there 15 


neither God nor devil, heaven nor hell; 


but the time is at hand, when there ſhall be 
figns 
* Heb. xii. 20. 4 Matth. x. 22 {2 Thef, ii. Ir. 


629 
figns in the fun, and in the moon, end in 
the ſtars, and upon tt e earth diſtreſs of na- 
tons with perplexity tae ſea and the waves 
roring, mens hearts failing them for feart: 
Then, the flame which already burns un- 
der thy feet, will burſt over thy head; and 
the 9mzghtieſt of the ſons of men, will cry 
to the racks and the mountains, to cover 
them, and hide them from the face of the 
Lamb : for the great day of his wrath is 
come, and who ſhalt be able to ftand J. 

Dur time forbids an enlargement-— The 
{ſound we heard was ſudden, in point of 
notice; unuſual, in its ſignificancy; in- 
tereſting, from ſituation; and alarming, 
from probable conlequences. | 

What leſſons of inſtruction are deduci- 
ble from this © warning voice from hea- 
ven” ? what, from this, andevery ſimilar 
diſpenſation of providence, may we learn 
by way of general | 

© IMPROVEMENT ? 

Uſe I. Sympathy. —It is the character 
of a mad-man to /catter fire brando, and 
pretend it is zn ſport; and none but a 
child of the devil will delight in miſchief: 


humanity, will ever lend an ear to the 
voice 


+ Luke, xxi. 25. 4 Rev. vl. 17. Prov. xxvi. 19. 
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voice of diſtreſs, but it is the genius of 
chriſtianity to enter into its feelings, to 


ſay, Who 1s weak and ͤ am not weak} 2— 
and to mourn with them that mourn. 
Thus 7e/us wept Þ at the grave of La- 
Zarus, and when he bcheld the walls of 
Jeruſalem doomed to duſt and aſhes . 

2. Candouy.— On occaſions of public 


calamity, or private loſs, there have not 


been wanting thoſe who judge very un- 
charitably; and heſitate not to deem that, 
a viſitation in wrath, which the wiſe man 
informs us comes altke to all, to the righte- 
ous and to the wicked 8d. This is a con- 
duct, which our Lord pointedly con- 
demns, for, when *there were preſent ſome 
who told him of the Galileans whoſe blood 
Pilate had mingled with their ſacrifices, 
Jeſus anſwering, ſaid unto them, Suppoſe 
ye that theſe Galileans were ſinners above all 
the Galtleans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch 
things? I tell you nay, but except ye repent, 
ye ſhall all tkewrje periſh. Or thoſe ergh- 
teen upon whom the tower in Siloam fell 
and flew them, think ye that they were fin- 
ners above all men that dwelt at Jeruſalem? 


7 


28 2 Cor. xi, 29. | John, xi. 35. Luke, xix. 41. 
el. i. 2. 
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1 tell you Nay, but except ye repent, ye ſhall 
all likewiſe periſh.” * 
3. Thankfulneſs.—In the preſent in- 


ance, bleſſed be God the greateſt mercy 
was evidenced in the midſt of judgment. 


This is one of the uſes we are to make of 


the providence ; and it was the want of 
this, that the Lord reproves, when he 
ſays, I have overthrown. ſome of you as 
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and 


ye were as 4 firebrand plucked out of the 


burning ; yet have ye not returned unto 
me /aith the Lord f. 

But how much greater cauſe of thank. 
fulneſs, is there, when we conſider our 
deliverance in a hiritual ſenſe? All 
of us, by nature, are fit only for the 
burning, but ſome have been in the 
flame; the brands have been almoſt burntf|, 
when the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has plucked 
them from deſtruction, and rendered them 
objects of grace. 

4. Watchfulneſs.—Let it not be deem- 
ed trivial, if all be excited to be very care- 


ful of this element, which has been truly 


ſtiled faithful as a ſervant, while mercileſs 


as 
Luke, xiii. I=—5, 4 Amos, iv. ii. Zech. iii. 2. 
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as a maſter ; but how much more neceſ- 
lary to be on our watch tower, againſt 
the fire which burneth from the loweſt 
hell; and to wait the bridegroom's ap- 
proach! and who were thus employed? 
one leper cleanſed, was in the temple 
worſhipping, and praiſing God ; bur 
where were 7/e other nine ð? ſome hun- 
dreds were at their poſt laſt Sabbath— 
and where we ſhould not be aſhamed to 
be found had the Judge of quick and dead 
appearcd ; bnt where were the thou/ands 
who inhabit this town and pariſh ? Alas! 
Tell it not in Gath, the great majority 
were acting in impious defiance of one 
of God's poſitive commandments |, and 
had they died in that ſtate muſt have lift 
up their eyes 1n that flaine, which can ne- 
ver, never be quenched. 

Where was Negotioꝰ poſting his books, 
caſting his account of debtor and credi- 
tor; ſcrupulouſly exact that there ſhould 
be no miſtake with man, but little think- 
ing of his own long arrear, and the future 


reckoning with Ai Lord, Where was 
Agricola? 
{I Lake, xvii. 17. + And yet theſe are the perſone, 


in general, who bol e ts enter into lite by keeping the 
commanaments : F< 


555 


E 


Agricola ? Theſe are the weeks of Har- 
veſt, and he was in the fields, beholding 
the bending grain, and anticipating its 
precious fruits already gathered into the 
barn : yet he knew not, but that while he 


fees with his eyes, he may never taſte there- 
of F. Where was Levis ? tiifling away 


his time, or taking an evening doze ; for- 
getting that time is a talent for which he 


muſt give an account, and that the unbe- 


lieving and unprofitable have alike their 
part in the lake that burneth with fire aud 
brimſtone||. I paſs over thoſe employed in 


direct acts of profligacy, and in fins not to 


be named amongſt chriſtians I would paſs 
from others, to e, O my foul, Whe:e 
walt hun? Tue it is, we were in the 
poſture and in the place of prayer but 
were we exerciſing the gift and grace? 
Here were our bodtes, but where were our 


fouls 9 Were we ſpritual, or carnal wor- 


ſhippers? What,.wuuld have been the 


_ conlequeace to us, Had the interruption, 


been occalioned, by the cry, that teme 


ſhould be no longer\ 9 What, had we be- 


held our Godin judgment, and the world 


in flames! 


3 God 
+ 2 Kings, vii. 2, {| Rev xxi. 8, f John, iv. 
23. SH Rev. x. 6. 
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_ God help v us, to watch and pray ; and 
to anſwer the important queſtion. to our 


ſoul's ſatisfattion! if we cannot, Suffer 
me yet further to improve the ſubje& by 


enforcing the next Ieſſon it teaches, 


namely 
65. Preparation. —lIt is the part of a 


wiſe man, always to hope the %, and at 


the ſame time to be prepared for the wor /. 
But the new philoſophy of the preſent 
day, is to reverſe every maxim; they take 
away our Hope, but they cannot icet our 
fears. Is the ſceptic quite certain there 
will be no hereafter ? He cannot; it is a 
contradiction in terms for hi who doubts 
all things, to be /ure of any. Should he 
be wrong? —But I need not preſs the 
point : It is obvious we lole nothing by 
being prepared, were there no luſt enemy 
to encounter ; but thy lole their all: lor 
to be carelcls, is to be delenc leſs; and to 


be defencglels, is to be undone. 
Hence then, thou deluded Deiſt. Ceaſe, 


with thy cluiling touch to torpi'y each 


ſenſe. No longer diftil thy aotirine 
which like the blaſting mildew on the 
riſing plant, nips its ſhoot. Attempt not 


to undermine the edilice of chriſtianity. 


Jake 


635) 

Take not away what it is the purpoſe of 
religion to afford—A Halſam for ie 
wounds of the heart}; but ſce that it is thy 
beſt wiſdom to ſubmit to God's. Prepare 
to meet thy God ! Prepare each heart— 
not with yves of cl, or thouſands of rams 
not with works of righteouſneſs whach 
we have done—but pleading that mercy 
which is for the miſerable, that blood 
which cleanſes from all manner of fin, 
wich «ſprinkled o'er the burning throne, 
has turned God's wrath to gracc.“ up for 
thy irfe ! efcape to the mountam, tarry not 
the Zoar of Salvation, 7:/us Chriſt the 
Yu hteous ! hid in the clefts of his ſide, you 
ſha!! only at a diſtance ſee the lightning 
flaſh, and hear the thunder roll, while 
paidon, peace, and joy eternally abound. 
—Cnce more, we arc taught, 

6. Patience. —Beheving foul ! thy God 
will not always tarry ; hut while he tars 
ries watt for ham. I am addrefling thoſe, 
who having found Jeſus as their Saviour, 
cannot fear Him as their Judge. Such, 
amidſt their troubles, trials, difficulties in 
1 : this 
- Agęris Mertalibus.— Virgil. + Gen, xix. 17. 


J 8 
a 41 
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'this world, would rejoice to flee away 


and be at reſt, and haſten to their eſcape 
from the Stormy wind and tempest*. Your 
language is Make haste my beloved, and be 
thou lthe a young roe upon the mountain of 


ſpices t. Soon, your God will come with a 
recompence and he will ſave you + mean- 


while, let patzence have its perfect work, 
and ſee that ye walk crrcumppectly}. Your 
light is not merely to twinkle or glim- 
mer, it is to ſhine before men; that they 
ſceing your good works, may glorify your 
Father which is in heaven. The Lord is 
making a viſible ſeparation between the 
wheat and the chaff, the tares will ſoon 
be bound in bundles and cast into the fireh. 
Perlecution is trying ſome, pleaſure is de- 
coying others ; but bleſſed is he that en- 
dureth to the end a. Be thou faithful unto 
death, and [ will give thee a crown of /afe bl 
Go forward, for all behind, is lamentation 
and mourning and woe c. Remember Lot's 
wife a; and let not your love grow cold: 
quench not the o_ but be ever looking 

unto 


+ Pſa. lv. 8. + Cant. viii. 14. Þ# Epheſ. . 
Matth. v. 16. § Matth. xiii. 30. a. Matth x. 22 
d. Rey. ii. 10. c. Ezek. ii. 10. d. Luke xvii. 37. 


( 

unto Jeſus e, and then you need never 
*fear”, for when thou walkeſt through the 

fire thou ſhalt not be burnt, neither ſhall 
the flame kindle upon thee f. — Soon, the laſt 
of God's elect will be gathered. And then 

the Trumpet ſounds and the dead are raiſ- 

ed incorruptibleſl. Then ſhall you behold 
him coming in the clouds and great glory, 

whom on earth men deſpiſed and rejected; 
is throne lite the fiery flames, and his wheels 

as the burning fire, thouſand thouſands 

miniſter unto him, and ten thouſand times 
ten thouſand ſtand before him\.—Amongſt 
this congregation f the righteous, may 
every ſoul here preſent and eſcaped 
the everlaſting © rLAME.” may we 
6e FEAR NOT, knowing that our com- 
plete redemption draweth nigh*.. 

e. Heb. xii 2. + IIa. xliii. 2. || r Cor. xv. 52. 

$ Dan. viii 4.—10, Luke, xxi. 18. 


FINI S. 
Title. V 
P. 11, line, x —— dreads. 
I4. — 7 — Might. 
25.— 14 di ſpirits. 
29 4 = roaring . 


The marks in the text and notes of p. 19, do not 
correſpond ; theſe and other leſſer Errata, the Rea- 
der is requeſted to correct and excuſe, 
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